
The big picture
In 2016, the number of new HIV  
notifications decreased in WA. At the 
beginning of the 2015–2018 HIV strategy 
there was an increase in new HIV 
notifications. This has been followed by a 
more recent decline, which is good news. 
Compared to the five year (2010–2014) 
annual average, in 2016, the number of HIV 
notifications among gay and bisexual men 
increased, while the number of notifications 
among heterosexual people dropped 
substantially.

Prevention  
and education
The proportion of gay and bisexual  
men surveyed who had had sex without 
a condom has remained high. However, 
there was increased awareness of a new 
once-a-day treatment called pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP). A PrEP trial will 
commence in WA in late 2017.

Testing
There was a significant increase in 
the proportion of gay and bisexual men  
surveyed who had an HIV test in the 
previous 12 months. However, the rate of 
HIV testing slightly declined among the 
general population.

Treatment
The proportion of HIV-positive gay and 
bisexual men surveyed who were receiving 
antiretroviral therapy is high and increasing. 
This is important. When an HIV-positive 
person is on treatment, their viral load is 
suppressed and the chance of onward 
transmission is negligible.
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New Diagnoses
Total number of people
diagnosed with HIV each year

Preventing HIV
Percentage of gay and bisexual 
men surveyed who had unprotected 
sex with casual partners

Checking up
Percentage of gay and bisexual 
men surveyed who had an HIV 
test in the previous 12 months

Percentage of non-HIV-positive 
gay and bisexual men surveyed 
who were aware of PrEP

Percentage of HIV-positive gay 
and bisexual men surveyed who 
are on anitretroviral therapy and 
had an undectetable viral load

Percentage of people who inject 
drugs surveyed who had an HIV 
test in the previous 12 months

Antiretroviral therapy
Percentage of HIV-positive gay 
and bisexual men surveyed  
who received antiretroviral  
therapy

Percentage of non-HIV-positive 
gay and bisexual men surveyed 
who were using PrEP

Number of gay and bisexual 
men diagnosed with HIV each 
year

Number of HIV tests per  
1000 people

Number of heterosexual 
people diagnosed with HIV  
each year

   38% 
compared 
to 2010- 
2014

   43%
compared 
to 2010- 
2014
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For more information and references, please refer to the WA STI and 
BBV Strategy 2015–2018: Mid-term Technical Report 2016


