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Taskforce in Context



Inception

• Formed March 20th with A/Prof Edwina Wright and ASHM leadership

• Initial Expert Panel (to signal leading expert buy-in) assembled 24th March across key 
domains

• Active recruitment from 27th March to cluster working groups

• There are now 101 members of the Taskforce across 20 cluster groups



Cluster Working Groups

There are four main topic areas each with its own Cluster Group

Topic 1-3 Cluster Group

Science and Epidemiology Virology

COVID-19 Epidemiology

COVID-19 Natural History and Testing Natural History

Testing

Research and Understanding the Data
Topic

Understanding the data Research
studies in Australasia and overseas

Understanding the data



Cluster Working Groups

Topic 4 Cluster Groups

Clinical Care Infection control
Practice management
HIV
HBV
HCV
Sexual Health
Indigenous Health
Nursing
Pharmacy
People who use drugs homeless and 
outreach populations
Sex workers
CALD and Migrant populations
Justice Health
Mental Health



Taskforce Demographics

Location

QLD 8

NSW 40

ACT 6

SA 3

VIC 36

WA 4

TAS 1 (support 

from VIC)

New Zealand SIG

Auckland 2

Palmerston 1

Wellington 1



Aims & Objectives

• Taskforce aims are to provide healthcare workers in the BBV and Sexual 
Health sectors with timely and high-quality evidence and guidance on the

• scientific,
• clinical,
• treatment and prevention and
• research

aspects of COVID-19 in relation to their patient populations living with or at risk of 
BBVS and people in need of sexual health care.



Taskforce Outputs

➢ Communication

➢ Website

➢ Guidance documents

➢ Webinars



Taskforce Outputs: Website



Taskforce Outputs: Communications

➢ Weekly email to Cluster Groups

➢ Weekly input survey



Taskforce Outputs: Communications

➢ Social media
➢ Sector briefing documents

➢Media uptake



Taskforce Outputs: Bulletin



Taskforce Outputs: 

➢ Guidance documents



Taskforce Outputs: Webinars



Taskforce Outputs: Webinar Satisfaction



Taskforce: What next?

➢ Updates to existing guidance as more is 
learned about the effects of COVID-19

➢New and emerging treatment 

➢Vaccine development, data, efficacy

➢Coping with outbreaks/second or third waves 
and the effects this may have on our sector 
communities



For more information:

https://ashm.org.au/covid-19/

Contact the Taskforce:

taskforce@ashm.org.au

https://ashm.org.au/covid-19/
mailto:taskforce@ashm.org.au/covid-19/

