[image: image4.jpg]‘Government of Western Australia
Department of Health
Public Health and Clinical Services





Pharmacist Vaccination Code
[image: image1.png]




Contents

2Introduction


2Pharmacist requirements


3Patient requirements


3Pharmacy premises requirements


4Equipment requirements


5Written procedures


5Vaccine storage


5Consent


6Adverse events


6Records




Introduction
The Pharmacist Vaccination Code (the Code) establishes the criteria which must be achieved by a pharmacist wising to administer influenza vaccines in accordance with the 
Poisons Regulations 1965.
The Code, prepared by the Public Health and Clinical Services Division of the Western Australian (WA) Department of Health, is published under the authority of the Chief Executive Officer of the Department, and is to be read in conjunction with the relevant provisions of the Poisons Regulations 1965.

Pharmacist requirements
“Pharmacist” means a person registered under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Act 2010 in the pharmacy profession.

Pharmacists authorised to administer influenza vaccines in accordance with the 
Poisons Regulation 1965 are to be:
· registered with AHPRA without any registration conditions of relevance to safe vaccination

· have successfully completed a training program accredited by the Department of Health for the purpose of supporting pharmacist administration of vaccines
· hold appropriate professional indemnity insurance for vaccination
· hold a current Australian recognised qualification in first aid which includes CPR and anaphylaxis management.
Qualifications in first aid recognised by the Code are:
· Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation: HLTAID001.
· Provide First Aid: HLTAID003 (includes CPR and anaphylaxis management).
· Emergency Management of Anaphylaxis: 22099VIC.
Patient requirements

Poisons Regulations allow the administration of influenza vaccine. Pharmacists are not to administer other types of vaccines.

Pharmacists are only to administer influenza vaccines to adults. An adult is defined as a person aged 18 years or over.
Pharmacists are to vaccinate those patients within the scope of a pharmacist’s practice, professional knowledge and expertise. 

Patients with contraindications or cautions to vaccination as listed in the Australian Immunisation Handbook (10th edition) are to be considered unsuitable for pharmacist vaccination and are to be referred to a medical practitioner.

Patients who qualify for the National Immunisation Program (NIP) should ideally be referred to a medical practitioner or other participating NIP service.

Pharmacy premises requirements

Vaccine administration by pharmacists is to be conducted at a pharmacy premises registered under the Pharmacy Act 2010.

Pharmacy premises are to have minimum facilities and staffing resources that include:
· A screened area or private room that ensures patient privacy and confidentiality, including during verbal discussions with:
· sufficient space to allow the presence of the patient, a carer (if applicable), pharmacist vaccinator, consumables, equipment and documentation 

· seating for the patient and their carer during the vaccination

· sufficient space and appropriate surfaces for the patient to lie down in the event of an adverse reaction and for staff to safely perform resuscitation procedures..
· an area that affords direct visual observation with sufficient seating where patients can wait for at least 15 minutes following vaccination

· hand washing facilities to allow performance of appropriate hand hygiene before and after vaccine administration
· sufficient staffing to ensure patient safety in post-vaccination monitoring and adverse event management, including dedicated vaccinators and a minimum of two pharmacists during vaccination service periods. 
Equipment requirements

Pharmacy premises are to have minimum equipment that includes:

· monitored refrigerated storage facilities –
· consistent with the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines Strive for 5 (2nd edition)
· all necessary consumables required for vaccine administration –
· as per the Australian Immunisation Handbook (10th edition)
· equipment to allow appropriate disposal of sharps and clinical waste –

· as per the Australian Immunisation Handbook (10th edition)
· an in-date and complete anaphylaxis response kit –

· as per recommendations of the Australian Immunisation Handbook (10th edition)
· facilities to keep patient records –

· consistent with Australian Privacy Principles
· access to most current editions of required standard reference texts –

· Australian Immunisation Handbook (10th edition) 
· National Vaccine Storage Guidelines: Strive for 5 (2nd edition).
Written procedures

Pharmacy premises are to maintain up to date written policies and procedures for

· storage and handling of vaccines, including cold chain monitoring

· pre-vaccination suitability screening
· patient exclusion and medical practitioner referral

· patient education and counselling 

· obtaining and documenting patient consent

· vaccine administration
· handling of sharps and maintaining infection control

· post-vaccination patient monitoring

· disposal of sharps and clinical waste

· documentation and clinical record keeping

· adverse event management and reporting 

· response to emergencies, specifically anaphylaxis

· management of needle stick injury and exposure to blood or bodily fluids

· quality assurance of the service.
Vaccine storage

Vaccines are to be stored securely to prevent access by unauthorised persons.

Storage and transport of the vaccines is to be in accordance with the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines: Strive for 5 (2nd edition).

Consent

The pharmacist is to obtain written consent from the patient before each vaccination and retain this documentation for two years from the date on which the consent was obtained.

Adverse events

Patients immunised are to be directly observed 15 minutes post-vaccination to monitor for acute adverse events or anaphylaxis. Patients are to be advised to remain on the premises during the observation period. Patients that leave early are to be counselled of possible risks and appropriate notes made in clinical records.  

If an adverse event following immunisation occurs the pharmacist is to provide acute management within their scope of competence and professional knowledge. 

Patients are to be referred for ongoing management of adverse events to a medical practitioner.
All adverse reactions are to be notified to the Department of Health via the Western Australian Vaccine Safety Surveillance system (WAVSS).
Records

The pharmacist is to make a record of every occasion on which a vaccine is administered to a patient. The record must be kept for at least two years from the date on which the vaccine was administered. These records may be kept electronically on software that meets industry standards for security and privacy. The record is to include:

· name, quantity and batch number of the vaccine administered

· name, address, date of birth and gender of the patient
· date on which the vaccine was administered

· pharmacist name and signature.
The pharmacist is to provide notification to any General Practitioner or primary health care provider nominated by the patient (or carer) of:

· patient name and address

· type of vaccine administered

· date of vaccination

· any adverse event observed.
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